Transparency
The Local Government Transparency Code 2015 (the code) came into effect on 1 April 2015. The code is issued by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government in exercise of powers under section 2 of the Local Government, Planning and Land Act 1980, and replaces any previous codes issued in relation to authorities in England under those powers.
The code does not replace or supersede the existing framework for access to and re-use of public sector information provided by the:
· Freedom of Information Act 2000 (as amended by the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012)
· Environmental Information Regulations 2004
· Re-use of Public Sector Information Regulations 2005
· Infrastructure for Spatial Information in the European Community regulations 2009
· Sections 25 and 26 of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 which provides rights for persons to inspect a local authority’s accounting records and supporting documentation, and to make copies of them.
The code requires local authorities in England to publish the following information quarterly:

Expenditure over £500

Government Procurement Card Transactions
The code requires that local authorities must publish details of every transaction on a Government Procurement Card.
For each transaction, the following details must be published:
· Date of the transaction
· Local authority department which incurred the expenditure
· Beneficiary
· Amount
· Value Added Tax (VAT) that cannot be recovered
· Summary of the purpose of the expenditure
· Merchant category
Westham Parish Council does not use a Government Procurement Card and therefore has no information to publish.

Procurement Information
The code requires that local authorities must publish details of every invitation to tender for contracts to provide goods and/or services with a value that exceeds £5,000.
For each invitation, the following details must be published:
· Reference number
· Title
· Description of the goods and/or services sought
· Start, end and review dates
· Local authority department responsible
The code requires that local authorities must also publish details of any contract, commissioned activity, purchase order, framework agreement and any other legally enforceable agreement with a value that exceeds £5,000.
For each contract, the following details must be published:
· Reference number
· Title of agreement
· Local authority department responsible
· Description of the goods and/or services sought
· Supplier name and details
· Sum to be paid over the length of the contract or the estimated annual spending or budget for the contract
· Value Added Tax (VAT) that cannot be recovered
· Start, end and review dates
· Whether or not the contract was a result of an invitation to quote or a published invitation to tender
· Whether or not the supplier is a small or medium sized enterprise and/or a voluntary or community sector organisation and where it is, provide the relevant registration number





